
The
Republic of
the Sudan

SUMMARY

GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

The Republic of the Sudan is in north-eastern Africa, bordering the Red Sea,
between Egypt and Eritrea.

Chief of State: Sovereign Council Chair and Commander-in-Chief of the
Sudanese Armed Forces General Abd-al-Fatah al-BURHAN Abd-al-Rahman
Capital: Khartoum
Gov Type: Presidential republic
Population: 50,467,278

History: Sudan's colonial history was predominately Anglo-Egyptian rule, which
lasted from 1899 to 1956. Following the defeat of the Mahdist state by British
and Egyptian forces in 1898, Sudan was established as a condominium, a joint
authority between Britain and Egypt. Despite this nominally shared
governance, the British held the actual power, implementing administrative and
infrastructural changes while largely marginalizing Egyptian influence. British
colonial policies exacerbated regional and ethnic divisions, particularly
between the predominantly Arab-Muslim north and the largely African-Christian
and animist south. This divide and rule strategy laid the groundwork for future
conflicts. Sudan's path to independence began post-World War II, as
nationalist sentiments surged. By 1956, Sudan achieved full independence
from British-Egyptian control, but the legacy of colonialism continued to fuel
civil strife and shape the nation's political landscape.

The Republic of Sudan is about 1,861,484 sq km in total area and has 129,813
sq km of water and has 853 km of coastline.

The climate is hot and dry; arid desert with rainy seasons varies by region. The
terrain is generally flat with featureless plains and desert dominates the north.

Natural resources include petroleum, small reserves of iron ore, copper,
chromium ore, zinc, tungsten, mica, silver, gold, and hydropower.
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Noun: Sudanese
Adjective: Sudanese
Ethnic Groups: Sudanese Arab (approximately 70%), Fur, Beja, Nuba,
Ingessana, Uduk, Fallata, Masalit, Dajo, Gimir, Tunjur, Berti; there are over
500 ethnic groups
Religion: Sunni Muslim, small Christian minority
Literacy: 60.7% (Male 65.4%, Female 56.1%) 
Population growth is at at 2.55%

Sudan’s economy is in a deep crisis due to the ongoing civil war.
Inflation spiked to OVER 170% in 2024. Sudan’s Real GDP has
contracted significantly over the course of the conflict due to a
reduction in agricultural activity and services. On the demand side,
massive displacement alongside major losses in personal income
reduced private consumption and demand. Nevertheless, Sudan
remains a country rich in potential for agricultural and mineral exports. 

Real GDP (Purchasing Power Parity): $126 billion (2026)
Real GDP Growth Rate: -12.8% (2024), -37.5% (2023), -3.63% (2020)
Real GDP Per Capita: $984 (2024)
GDP (Official Exchange Rate): $49 billion (2024)
Inflation Rate (Consumer Prices): 176.9% (2024), 145.5% (2023),
138.81% (2022), 359.09% (2021), 163.26% (2020)
GDP - Composition: agriculture: 39.6% (2017), industry: 2.6% (2017),
services: 57.8% (2017)
Unemployment Rate: 17.59% (2022), 19.19% (2021), 19.21% (2020)
Youth Unemployment: 35.6% (2021)

Sudan is characterized by significant ethnic and regional diversity, which has
often led to tensions and conflicts. The north is predominantly Arab-Muslim,
while the south has a majority of African ethnic groups practicing Christianity
and indigenous religions. These divisions have historically led to
marginalization and conflict, most notably the two civil wars between the
north and south, the second of which led to the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA) in 2005 and South Sudan's independence in 2011.
However, disputes over borders, oil revenues, and other issues have
continued to strain relations between the two countries. Since 2003, the
Darfur region in western Sudan has been in a conflict involving government
forces, allied Janjaweed militias, and various rebel groups. The conflict has
resulted in massive humanitarian crises, allegations of genocide by the ICC,
and international intervention. 

From 1989-2019, Sudan was ruled by Omar Al-Bashir’s military dictatorship,
which oversaw the Second Sudanese Civil War, the secession of South
Sudan, and the 2003 Darfur war. After severe civil unrest, the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF), led by General Al-Burhan, and the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF, formally known as the Janjaweed) ousted Al-Bashir, negotiating
a transition to a democratic government. In 2023, negotiations over the RSF’s
integration timeline with the SAF fell through, and the two groups that were
leading the government in the interim plunged into civil war. 

Sudan's economy is in severe disrepair, and the ongoing civil war remains
one of the largest humanitarian disasters, with several million Sudanese
people displaced. Recently, both Wagner, the Russian paramilitary
organization, and the UAE have been accused of smuggling weapons to
Western Darfur, essentially bankrolling the RSF’s heinous actions in the
region, killing civilians and ethnic minorities. 
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2008
President Bashir is accused of genocide,

was crimes, and crimes against humanity in
international court.

19 January 1956
Sudan joins the Arab League after gaining

independence from Britain and Egypt
onJanuary 1

2003-2004
Rebels in Darfur rise up against

government and hundreds of thousands of
Sudanese flee to Chad due to systematic
killings of non-Arabs by militias in Darfur.

1972
The south becomes self governing under the
Addis Ababa peace agreement between the

government and the Anya Nya.

1999
President Bashir dissolves the National

Assembly and declares a state of emergency
following conflict with parliamentary

speaker Hussan al-Turabi.

1995
Egyptian President Mubarak accuses

Sudan of being involved in an attempt to
assassinate him while in Addis Ababa.
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September 1963 
A rebellion in southeastern Sudan was led by
the Anya Nya, a southern Sudanese guerrilla

organization. 

1999
Sudan began to export oil.

April 2015
Omar al-Bashir wins the presidential election

with 94% of the vote amid accusations of
electoral fraud.

2013
Wave of demonstrations across the

country over the government's decision to
cut fuel subsidies and casualties occur in

clashes with police. 

June 2016
The U.S. extends economic sanctions on Sudan

due to human rights abuses and conflict in
Darfur, South Kordofan, and Blue Nile.

2012
Explosions destroy an arms factory in

Khartoum and Sudan accuses Israel of the
attack on what is believed to be an Iranian-

run plant making weapons for Hamas in
Gaza. Israel declines to comment. 

January 2014
Clashes between government forces and

rebels in South Kordofan and Blue Nile
states continue.

2014
A court in Khartoum prompts an international

outcry by sentencing a pregnant woman
born to a Muslim father but raised as a

Christian to death for apostasy. 

January 2011
South Sudan gains independence

following a referendum that took place in
Southern Sudan from 9 to 15 January 2011

1998
US launches missile attack on a plant in
Khartoum alleging it is making materials

for chemical weapons.

1983
President Numeiri declares the

introduction of Sharia Islamic law.

September 2015
Sudan and South Sudan agree to reopen

border crossings closed since 2011.

2017
In January, the U.S. lifts some economic

sanctions, citing improvements in counter-
terrorism efforts.

11 April 2019
President Omar al-Bashir is ousted by the

military after protests and a power-sharing
agreement between military and civilian is

passed in August transitioning to democracy.

2022
Abdallah Hamdok is appointed as the interim

prime minister, tasked with overseeing a
democratic transition. However, he was later

removed through a military coup
December 2022

Negotiations between the RSF and the SAF
culminate in a deal between the two, with a
2023 deadline to settle a dispute over the

RSF’s integration with the SAF

2023
Negotiations between the RSF and the SAF fall

through and the country enters a civil war
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